Wound Swabbing \I\_l_\H’_S_i,

Dumfries

» Swabs should not be taken routinely or from an uninfected wound

» Swabs are taken to identify and quantify the number of bacteria present in a wound. & Gﬂ"ﬂway
« Wound swabs cannot be used to confirm and/or exclude infection. Results need to be reviewed in context of the clinical picture

If the wound is dry, moisten the swab
using 0.9% sodium chloride
(normal saline solution) or transport
medium prior to swabbing the wound

Try to take the swab as close to the
collection time as possible
Take the specimen the next morning
rather than the night before

Please do not send dry
swabs to the laboratory

Created by Tissue Viability Department, NHS Dumfries & Galloway Oct 2022. All information is based on the Levine Technique of wound swabbing. https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/21303456/
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